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Design Assoctate at Nicklaus ’esign,
responsible for the construction of Ibar Golf Coutse:

Loar s a Unigue
and Challenging Project
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Pa3kaxerte mu 3a Nicklaus
Design v oTkora paborure B Ta3u
dbupma?

Nicklaus Design e Hal-roansmara
dupma, 3aHumaBnallla ce ¢
NnpoeKTUupaHe Ha rond urpuLLa

B cCBETa. H1ue cme NpoeKTupanu
okono 320 rond urpuila B

30 cTpaHu. CepanmLLETo Ha
KoMmnaHusaTa e B Hopt [Maam buny
BbB DAopuaa, HO MMame AOCTa
odUCKU B APYru cTpaHu. A3 pabota
B BEArMUCKUA HU ODUC, OT KOMUTO
PbKOBOAUM NpoekTuTe B EBpona
n Cpeanusa uatok. B Nicklaus
Design cbMm 0T 14 roAvHU U UMax
LLLACTUETO Aa Ce U3AUTHE BbB
dupmarta. Cera CbM NPOEKTAHT U
OTroBapsiM 3a pPasnnuyHU NMPOEeKTH
B EBpona, eAnH oT kKouTo e ,Uobp*~.
B momeHTa ce CTposT 0KoAO 60
MrpuLLLE, NPOEKTUPaHU OT Hac,

1 ce pa3paboTBar NPOEKTU B

37 cTpaHu, Kato 26 OoT TAX ca B
AbpXxasu, B KOUTO Nicklaus Design
He ca pabotuam pocera. BCblUHOCT
MObp” € MbpBUAT HU NPOEKT

B bbArapua. MHoro obuvam
pabortaTa cu. He mora pa cu
npeAcTaBsa Aa paboTa HeLWo ApPYro.
B roand MHAYCTpUSATA CbM, OTKaKTO
ce AMNAOMUPAX.

KakBo obpa3zoBaHue umare?
3aBbpLUMA CbM AaHALLaAdTHA
apxutektypa. CrepBax B
yHUBEpcuUuTeTa B AKOPAXUA B
CALLL. Kypchr Ha obyueHune be
NeTroAMLLIEH.

Tell me about the company
Nicklaus Design and how long
have you been there?

Nicklaus Design is the largest
golf course design firm in the
world. We have close to 320 golf
courses we have designed in

30 countries around the world.
Our home office is in North Palm
Beach, Florida, but we have a
number of offices located in other
countries. | am working now out
of our office in Belgium, where we
deal with projects in Europe and
the Middle East. I've been with
Nicklaus Design for 14 years and
was fortunate to work my way up
through the company. | am now
considerd a Design Associate,
and | am responsible for various
projects around Europe, with

Ibar being one of them. We have
now close to 60 courses under
construction, and have projects
under development in 37 different
countries, with about 26 of those
being countries in which Nicklaus
Design has never been involved.
bar, in fact, is our first in Bulgaria.
love what | do. | could not imagine
doing anything else. I've been

in the golf industry ever since |
graduated.

What is your education?

MHBCCTHIINHA

[IpoeKTUpaHeTo Ha roAd Urpulla
UMa AU Hewo obLwo ¢ Apyrute
BUAOBE NpoeKTUupaHe, Hanpumep
Ha crpaau, Ha mebeau v Ap.?
bux Kasan, ue NPoeKTUPaHeTo

Ha roAd urpuiLa € MHOro no-
pasAMyHo. Hue octaBaME TEPEHBLT
A2 AVKTYBa TOBa, KOETO NpaBuM.
3emMsrta e TaM U T8 € OCHOBAaTa,
BbPXY KOATO TBOPUM. HHE camo
TpROBa Aa pelnM Kbae Aa bbaaT
18-te aynku. OnuTBame ce Aa ce
cbobpa3um Cbe ChllecTByBallara
PACTUTEAHOCT Ha MACTOTO, Ad
BKAKOUYMM B NPOEKTA Ha UMPULLIETO
NMPUPOAHUTE AAAEHOCTU. EAHO
rOAD UIPULLIE Y3PABa C BPEMETO -
AbpBeTara pacTtar, pasBuBa ce U
PACTUTEAHOCTTA. Taka 4ye AM3auHbT
Ha roAd UrpULLLETO Ce NMPOMEHS C
BPEMETO.

Buxrte Au cpaBHuau ,U6BP“

C APYr NPOEKT, 3a KOUTO
oTroBapare?

Bcekun NpoeKT e pasarnyeH npocTto
3aLLOTO TEPEHDBT € Pas3AnyeH.
Buxaall ro Kak uspacrtea, Bce
eAHO OTrAeXAaLl AeTe. Taka KaKkTo
BCEKW YOBEK € YHUKAAEH Mo
CBOEMY, TaKa € YHMKAAHO U BCAKO
rond urpuiie. Komnaekcsrt ,UobP”
paskpuBa npekpacHa rneaka,
obrpapseH e oT KpacuBU NAGHUHMW.
A CamOTO UrpuLLLe € 0BLLIMPHO U
OTKPUTO. BbB BCEKKU NPOEKT UMa
TPYAHOCTU U NPEAU3BUKATEACTBA.
B ,MObp" NnpeAn3BUKATEACTBOTO
be npomsHara B npoduaa. Ha

My degree is in Landscape
Architecture. | went to school at the
University of Georgia in the United
States. It was a 5-year program to
acquire that degree.

Is golf design in some way similar
to other kinds of design - for
example of buildings, of furniture
etc.?

| would say golf course design Is
very different in the sense that in a
golf course project we try to let the
land dictate what we're going to do.
The land is there, and it provides
us the canvas on which to create.
We just have to decide where the
18 holes will go. We try to be very
aware of the vegetation on the site,
to incorporate the natural features
in the golf course design. A golf
course matures over time, as the
trees grow, the vegetation grows.
S0, a golf course’s design can
change as it ages.

Can you compare Ibar to some

of the other projects you are
responsible for?

Every project is different, every
site is different. You almost

see it grow like a child. Just as
every person is unique in their

own way, a golf course is the
same. The site for Ibar is truly
spectacular, surrounded by

NPbLB NOrAEA MACTOTO € paBHO, HO
BCbLUHOCT He e. CobcTBeHUumTE
Ha ,Mbbp” BApBaT B TOBA, KOETO
NpPaBaT, UrPULLIETO HE e Aaney oT
Codua, NPOAYKTHLT € MHOTro A0bbp
1 Cb3AaBa ycellaHe 3a yrrT. Hue B
Nicklaus Design cme LwacTtAauBu, ve
yyacTBamMe B TO3U NPOEKT.

C KaKBO cnopep Bac ToBa rond
UrpuLLe Wwe npuBAuYa roadbpu
oT Uy>kbuna?

bbArapus e passuBalll, ce nasap. U
LLIO C€ OTHAaCH A0 Bb3MOXHOCTUTE
3a rond, TyK TernbpBa ce npasar
MbpPBU CTbINKKU. 3a HAC BUHArM

e UHTEPECHO Aa HaBAM3aMe Ha
nasapu, Ha KOUTo He cme BUAK, Aa
nomarame 3a NonyAspusnpaHeTo
1 pa3pacTBaHETO Ha urparta,

KaTo MpPoOeKTUpame KayeCTBeH!
ChOPBXEHUA. TOBA, KOETO

npasu ,MOBLP“ HENOBTOPUMO, Ca
MHOIOTO ECTECTBEHW MOTOUM, a
NPOMEHEHUAT NMPOPUA ro Npasu
AOCTa npeamssukarenHo. e
CTaHe eAHO UrpulLle, Ha KOEeTo LLe e
NPUATHO A Ce urpae.

buUxXTe AU CNoOMeEeHaAu APYru
UrpuLLLa, NPOEKTUPAHU

ot Nicklaus Design okono
buArapus, Ha bBanKaHCKUA
NOAYOCTPOB Hanpumep?

B MmomeHTa B peruoHa umame
NPOeKT B bpuus, YMeTo
cTapTupaHe NpeacTou, U Apyr

B XbpBaTtcka. Umame obekr

B MocKBa, KOUTo TpsibBa A
NPUKAKOYU Ta3U rOAMHA, U APYTH,

beautiful mountains. Yet the golf
course itself is a very wide-open
area. Every design has Its own

set of challenges. And in Ibar, that
challenge is primarily in changes
to elevation. When you look at the
site itself it looks relatively flat to
the eye, but in reality it's not. The
owners of Ibar believe in what they
are doing, it is not far from Sofia,
the product is very good, and it has
a sense of hominess to it. We at
Nicklaus Design are happy to be a
part of that.

What will attract golfers from
abroad to this course?

Bulgaria is a growing market. And,
as for the opportunities for golf,

we are still just scratching the
surface. We are always interested
to get into markets that we have
not been in and help introduce and
grow the game by designing quality
facilities. What makes Ibar unigue
IS that it has many natural creeks
in it, and the elevation changes
make it rather challenging. It will be
a very enjoyable golf course to play.
Would you mention some
Nicklaus Design golf courses
near Bulgaria, on the Balkan
peninsula for example?

Presently in the area we have a
new project that will be starting up
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KOUTO ce HaAsiBaMe Aa 3arnoyHem
CKOpO. N3TOYHa EBpona ce
NPEBbpHa B eAMH NpoubdTaBalll
nazap. Nicklaus Design
paspaborsa npoextu B 40 cTpaHu,
KaTto B 26 OT Tax He cme paboTuAu
NPeAn. 3a Hac € MHOIO BbAHYBALLO
Ad CMeE Ha na3apu, KbAETO roAdbT
TEMbPBA Ce 3apaxAa KaTto cnopr.
KakBO BU U3HEHaAa HAW-MHOT0
no Bpene Ha NnocelweHusATa BU B
buvarapuma?

ToBa, KOETD Me U3HEHAaAa Npwu
MbPBOTO MW UABAHE TyK, belue Aa
OTKPUA HAKOW 3anaAHM BAMAHWA

- Hau-BeYye B MarasmHure u
pecTopaHTuTe. B BbArapus karto

in Greece, and another in Croatia.
We have a project that will be
finished this year in Moscow, and
others we hope will start soon.
Eastern Europe has become a
booming market. Nicklaus Design
currently has projects under
development in 40 countries,
with 26 of those being countries
In which we have never been
Involved. This is exciting for us to
be a part of countries and markets
where golf is an emerging sport.
What surprised you most during
your visits to Bulgaria?

The first thing that surprised me
when | first came here was to
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Yye AU Mva noeeye 3anagHu
PEeCcTopaHTH, OTKOAKOTO B bearus,
KbAETO Xuees cera. [lpupoaara e
Kpacuea, MHOIO € CrOKOWHO TYK
1 UMETe YeTUPW KPacusu Ce30Ha.
Xopara ca paHTacTUUHM.

Kak pewiasare Kora aAa pouaere
- UMa AM NMPEeABaAPUTENHO
NMAAHUpaH rpapuk?

Temnogere Ha paborara
ONMPEAEARAT Kora TpsibBa Aa cbhm
TYK. UABEM CPEAHO BEAHBX
MeceyHo. Ho ako Bb3HUKHE
HELLO, aKo MMa HYXKAa OT MEeH,
pasbupa ce, MABam no-yecto. 3a
HallaTta opraHm3aums € MHOro
BaXHO BUHArM Aa CAeAUM OTHOAMZ0

see some of the influence from
the western world—shops and
restaurants, particularly. Bulgaria
seems to have more western
restaurants than where | now

ive in Belgium. The land here is
beautiful, very peaceful, and you
have four beautiful seasons. The
people here are fantastic.

How do you decide when is

the time to come, is there a
preplanned schedule?

The progress of the job dictates
when | need to be here. On
average, | will be here once a
month. But if something comes
up or |l am needed, | will certainly

KaKBO CTaBa, Ad CME CUTYPHM,

ye paborewmte Ha ,MOBLP" e
NPUAAAAT Ha UIPULLIETO BMAA,
KOWTO Hue uckame. lNpeanonaram,
Ye LLUE CbM aHraxmpas ¢ rond
UIPULLLETO U CACA NPUKAKUYBAHETO
Ha CTpouTeAcTBOTO. Nicklaus
Design He NpocTo caara UMEeTo

CH MOA NpoekTa. Hue nckame

Ad YCTaHOBWMM OTHOLLUEHUA 1 Aa
NPUBETCTBaME HOBM FOAQBPM

B cemencTBoTo Ha Nicklaus
Design. Xoparta, KOMTo rnosHasar
MrpuLLaTa, NnPoeKkTUupaHu ot

Hac No CBETa, LUEe ce paaBart Ad
OTKPMAT ChLIOTO HUBO Ha KAYECTBO
UTYK. s

come more frequently. It is very
important for our organization to
stay on top of what’s going on,
make sure those involved with |bar
are accomplishing the look that we
want for the golf course. | expect
to be involved even when the golf
course construction is completed.
Nicklaus Design does not just put
our name on a project. We want to
create relationships and welcome
the new golfers to the Nicklaus
Design family. People who know
the courses that we have designed
around the world will be happy

to find the same level of quality
here.
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